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On the occasion of the end of his first
year as president of Korea Technology
Foundation (KOTEF), Park Bong-Kyu
emphasized the need for greater indus-
try-academia cooperation to cultivate
qualified technical manpower and to
pursue technological development. Park
noted that larger numbers of high quali-
ty technical manpower are needed to
ensure the future of the Korean econo-
my.

He said that KOTEF has assumed the
role of think tank for the development of
Korean industrial manpower policy,
emphasizing, “We must increase the
number and quality of graduates from
science and engineering curriculums.
However, at the same time we find that
elite students are reluctant to choose
majors in this field. This imbalance can
be solved through greater industry-
academia cooperation.”

Park recently participated in a lively
question and answer session on this topic.

- (Ed.)

: What kind of special emphasis
is needed to encourage greater
cooperation between industry and
academia to produce more gradu-
ates with science and technology
majors?

: Korea’s number one assets are
its human resources and technology.
But the ratio of Korea’s college
graduates in science and technology
fields against total population is sec-
ond only to Finland among OECD
member economies. If graduates of
junior colleges and technical insti-
tutes are included, I'm sure we
would be number one.

On the other hand, domestic
enterprises still complain that they
lack suitable numbers of quality
entry-level employees.

We need to establish a win-win
cooperative environment in this
area between educational institu-
tions and enterprises to ensure the

future survival of our economy.

: Can you elaborate further on
the problem of supply and demand
for science and technology gradu-
ates?

: The reason that current gradu-
ates in this field are failing to find
jobs is the increase in their numbers
as a result of the high priority put
on science and technology enroll-
ment. But the bigger problem is that
the better students are avoiding
these majors leading to the imbal-
ance in quality and quantity of
graduates.



: What do you see as a solution
to this problem?

: I am suggesting a two-pronged
strategy: the establishment of more
research-oriented college programs
and the training of technology and
science manpower tailored to meet
industry requirements.

: What is the role of KOTEF in
solving this issue?

: I think we can play a bridging
role between enterprises and col-
leges by establishing infrastructure
that will support their closer coop-
eration. We should pursue an enter-
prise-oriented education system
that includes core research laborato-
ries for next-generation technology
areas. We can also promote pro-
grams at vocational high schools
that are suited to industry require-
ments.

: What improvements are need-
ed in the existing system?

: At present, the foundation for
industry-academia cooperation in
this area is being expanded, but
there is still a long way to go. We
need more colleges that are capable
of meeting the new demands of
technologically-advanced indus-
tries. In short, colleges need to
develop curriculums to meet user
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requirements, such as fusion-type
educational programs. One solution
is give priority to recruiting profes-
sors that have experience in indus-
try-academia cooperation.

A similar effort is needed at enter-
prises. Instead of complaining, they
need to reach out to colleges to help
them develop the kind of curricu-

lums that are required.

: KOTEF is also pushing the
spread of a technology culture
throughout the nation with such
programs as a technology school
bus that puts technology on wheels
to bring it closer to the general
public. What other efforts are you
making to this end?

: Everyone, especially children,
need to understand the importance
of technology and a technology-
friendly culture. The issue is how
can we build consensus for an
increase in investment in technolo-
gy. The technology school bus is one
of our initiatives in this regard. We
are also working to increase the
public’s familiarity with robots.
Industrial robots are already in wide
use and the era of home robots is
dawning as well. I believe that this
will be an attractive angle to
increase public attention on technol-

ogy.
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: What is the status of technolo-
gy cooperation in Northeast Asia,
especially among Korea, China and
Japan?

: Korea has a large trade deficit
with Japan due to its heavy reliance
on the import of parts and materials
from that country. But other sectors
of domestic trade are actually in the
black. To address the trade deficit
problem, we need to further devel-
op core technology and increase
quality.

In addition to our traditional trade
gap with Japan, we are being
pushed by China’s rapid develop-
ment. Although we maintain a lead
over China in technology in conven-
tional sectors like shipbuilding and
machinery, its advances in the high-
tech sectors are a threat.

Considering the global and
regional situation, the three coun-
tries should pursue collaboration,
cooperation and competition for
balanced development and mutual

prosperity.

: Can you elaborate on projects
for the wider spread of technology
culture?

: From Nov. 16 to 19, we will be
sponsoring various events involving
technologies and products during

Industrial Technology Week that
will maximize the synergy effect
and stimulate and encourage contri-
butions to technology development.
The basic theme of this week will be
“Technology benefits everyone.”

: What are the differences and
similarities between your role as
assistant MOCIE minister and that
of your current position?

: When I was with MOCIE, I
believed that elite government offi-
cials were out in front in leading the
national economy. But I have since
found that government officials are
inefficient. Government decision-
makers’ interventions have an
adverse effect on the market.

: Now that you have been in
office for a year, what are the next
steps that you think should be
taken?

: There are more than 30 projects
underway to improve the industrial
technology environment. The
essence of these projects is industry-
academia cooperation. Thus far, we
have concentrated on the hardware
aspect of technology infrastructure.
Now, we need to pay more attention
to collaboration for software and
content.
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